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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Bonita Unified School District Community,

March and April have been very busy months, with 
students demonstrating their academic achievement 
through engaging activities, raising funds for a good 
cause and showcasing their artistic talent. 

March highlighted the District’s robust arts and 
academic programs, as seen through our Districtwide 
celebrations of Music in Our Schools Month, Read 
Across America and annual Math Field Day. From 
the District’s dynamic reading program to our top-
ranked choral ensembles, Bonita Unified continues to 
promote a well-rounded education and uphold our 
core values of equity, mastery and a focus on results.

Bonita Unified also hosted its annual State of 

the District Luncheon in April, during which we 
connected with the community and showcased our 
successes and achievements during the 2021-22 
school year. 

As we reach the final weeks of the school year, I 
continue to be proud of the ongoing hard work 
and determination from our students, teachers and 
staff. Thank you all for your support and trust; I look 
forward to seeing what the rest of the school year has 
in store for us.

Sincerely,

Carl J. Coles 
Superintendent

DISTRICT NEWS

Bonita Unified  
Announces Universal 
TK Program

BUSD Teachers Earn Mini-Grants from  
La Verne/San Dimas Educational Foundation

Bonita Unified School District will roll out 
its universal transitional kindergarten 
program in the 2022-23 school year, 
providing students with developmentally 
appropriate and differentiated instruction 
at an early age. 

Pre-registration for the 
TK program, as well as 
kindergarten enrollment 
for the 2022-23 
year, is now open. 
Interested families 
can begin the 
process by visiting 
the BUSD website. 

Twenty-five Bonita Unified teachers 
were awarded mini-grants from the 
La Verne/San Dimas Educational 
Foundation, providing financial support 
for educators who are committed to 
enhancing educational opportunities 
for Bonita Unified students. 

Bonita Unified teachers have already 
used the grant money to fund 
projects such as library expansions 
and providing more mental wellness 
resources to students. The mini-grants, 
totaling $9,483.81, were presented to 
this year’s winners during the Board of 
Education meeting on March 2.

https://do.bonita.k12.ca.us/District/Educational-Services/Student-Services/Enrollment-and-Registration/index.html
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WATCH THE VIDEO

Board of Education Adopts Resolution Opposing Senate Bills

After a two-year hiatus, the 
District welcomed back 
community leaders, staff, 
students, families and friends to 
the State of the District luncheon, 
held April 12 at the Sheraton 
Fairplex. 

Following a lively social hour, 
attendees were treated to 
performances by the San Dimas 
High School Jazz Band and the 
Bonita High School Chamber 
Singers. 

In his address, Superintendent 
Coles highlighted the District’s 
awards and accomplishments in 
the Four As – Academics, Arts, 
Athletics and Activities. Several 
individuals and groups were 
recognized with District Purpose 
Awards and Challenge Coins 
for their contributions to the 
District’s success.

The event concluded with the 
premiere of the BUSD State of the 
District Showcase video, which 
also celebrated Bonita Unified 
as a place where everyone can 
learn, throw, and thrive. Watch 
the video.

Bonita Unified’s Board of Education adopted 
Resolution No. 2022-23 during the April 6 
meeting, expressing opposition to Senate Bill 
871 – which would require all children ages 
0 through 17 to be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 to attend childcare or school – and 
Senate Bill 866, which would allow children 
ages 12 through 17 to receive the COVID-19 
vaccines without parental consent. 

The resolution articulated the District’s 
respect of individual choice, as well as 
concerns about how the two Senate bills 
could negatively impede on parents’ right 
to choose the medical treatment of their 

children. Additionally, the District shared 
its concern that SB 871 and SB 866 would 
also likely result in substantial numbers of 
families electing to remove their students 
from traditional K-12 schools, crippling 
California’s existing school systems.

Resolution No. 2022-23 was sent to Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, Sen. Anthony Portantino 
and Assemblymember Chris Holden. 
Though as of April 14, SB 871 has been put 
on hold, families can directly contact the 
offices of Gov. Newsom, Sen. Portantino 
and Assemblymember Holden to express 
any concerns they may have about SB 871 

and SB 866. 

During the April 6 meeting, the Board 
of Education also shared Proclamation 
2022-01, which acknowledges the effect 
the COVID-19 pandemic has had on BUSD 
students and the District’s recommitment 
to an endemic strategy that will provide 
additional intervention and educational 
support for students in the coming 
months and years. Those additional 
resources include robust summer school 
offerings, hiring additional mental health 
counselors, expanding school age care 
services and more.

BUSD Highlights Successes 
at State of the District

Scan the code to watch 
the Bonita Unified 
Showcase Video on the 
District’s Facebook page.

https://bit.ly/BonitaSOD22
https://bit.ly/BonitaSOD22
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=36030819&AID=237470&MID=10999
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/
https://sd25.senate.ca.gov/contact
https://lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.php?district=AD41
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=36030819&AID=236522&MID=10999
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/Attachment.aspx?S=36030819&AID=236522&MID=10999
https://bit.ly/BonitaSOD22
https://bit.ly/BonitaSOD22
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At Bonita Unified, we emphasize the four As: Academics, Athletics, Arts and Activities. Below are some  
recent examples of how BUSD students, teachers and staff are demonstrating excellence in these areas.  

ACADEMICS
Bonita Unified Celebrates  
Read Across America
Students, teachers and staff participated in Read Across 
America Week from Feb. 28 to March 4, engaging in activities – 
such as door decorating, costume contests and family reading 
nights – that celebrated how strong literacy skills foster 
success in and out of the classroom. 

BUSD is proud to provide a dynamic, research-based reading 
program to ensure grade-level reading by third grade and an 
academic culture that inspires a love of reading.

ACADEMICS
Bonita Unified Hosts 12th Annual Math Field Day
BUSD hosted its 12th annual Math Field Day on March 12, when 
students engaged in friendly competition and demonstrated 
the knowledge they have learned in their math classes this year. 

Throughout the day, students competed against each other in their 
respective grade levels and focused on solving math problems as 
individuals and as a team. 

ACADEMICS
SDHS SportsMed Team Showcases  
Skills at AACI Competition 
San Dimas High School’s sports medicine competition team 
placed 10th in California and 11th overall in the small schools 
division at the American Academic Competition Institute 
(AACI) High School SportsMed Competition. 

The March 19 contest was only the second competition for 
the team and challenged students to demonstrate their 
knowledge of the knee – taking orthopedic tests to diagnose 
ACL and MCL tears, meniscus tears and dislocation. Students 
were also tasked with performing first aid skills such as CPR 
and the Heimlich maneuver, as well as completing a tape test 
in which they had to perform five tape jobs in less than two 
minutes.

The team is part of San Dimas High’s Patient Care career 
technical education pathway, which prepares students for 
careers as athletic trainers and healthcare providers.
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ATHLETICS
BUSD Students Compete in San Dimas City 
Olympics 
Students from Allen Avenue, Ekstrand, Gladstone and Shull 
elementary schools, as well as Lone Hill Middle School, were 
invited to demonstrate their talents on the track and field 
during the San Dimas City Olympics, which brought together 
San Dimas schools for a day of friendly competition.

Students who placed first or second in their event will 
represent the city in  the San Gabriel Valley Championships on 
Saturday, May 7.

ATHLETICS
SDHS Girls Wrestling Wraps Up Historic 
Season with CIF State Appearance
San Dimas High School’s girls wrestling team had an 
impressive season that concluded with a strong showing at 
the CIF State Championships. The Saints placed in the top 
20 in the state and boasted three individual champions — 
Cameron Ortiz, who placed fourth in her weight class,  
Esperanza Dorantes, who placed fifth in her weight class and 
Juliana Marquez, who placed eighth in her weight class. 

The Saints also placed second overall at the CIF-SS Southern 
Division Masters and Individuals, sent the most state 
qualifiers and had the highest number of athletes place at 
state in school history.

ATHLETICS
Bonita High School Girls Water Polo Team 
Wins CIF-SS Division 3 Championship 
Under the leadership of coach Olga Quiroz, the Bonita High 
School girls water polo team won the CIF-SS Division 3 title 
this year. 

In a full-circle moment, Quiroz—a former water polo player 
who helped lead Bonita High School to their CIF-SS Division 
6 title as a student in 2009—coached the Bearcats to their 
second water polo CIF championship title in school history 
during her first full season as head coach and earned the CIF-
SS Division 3 Coach of the Year award.



Bonita Unified celebrated Music in Our 
Schools Month in March, during which 
educators brought awareness to the value of 
music education for all students. 

Throughout the month, Bonita Unified’s 
music programs proudly showcased their 
talents to the community, performing at 
events such as the Southern California 
School Band and Orchestra Association 
Festival.

Ramona Middle School’s Encore and 
Troubadour choirs also performed at the 
BUSD Middle School Choir Festival on March 
1, where they sang songs in three different 
languages and in the process, learned more 
about different cultures and traditions.

Bella Voce also put on a lively performance 
on March 12, wearing colorful costumes 
and singing and dancing in front of friends 

and family. Bella Voce is a 50-student, 
all-girls show choir consisting of seventh- 
and eighth-graders who are honing their 

performance, vocal, dance, music theory, 
sight-singing and general musicianship 
skills.
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ARTS
Bonita Unified Celebrates Music in Our Schools Month

ACTIVITIES
Chaparral-Vista High School Hosts Annual 
Bulldog Competition
Chaparral-Vista High School hosted its annual Bulldog 
Competition from March 21 to 25,  encouraging students to 
compete in games such as a “balloon stomp” and “unicorn ring 
toss” to promote social interaction and build self-confidence. 

Juniors Dylan Stowers and Natalie Bolanos were named the 
“Pick of the Litter” at the end of the week for earning the most 
points.

ACTIVITIES
Shull Elementary School Raises More Than 
$8,000 for Cancer Awareness
Shull Elementary 
School raised more 
than $8,000 during 
their Coins for Cancer 
campaign, which will 
be donated to the City 
of Hope and the KM 
Legacy Foundation. 
Throughout the two-
week fundraiser, Shull 
Sharks listened to 
empowering stories 
from cancer survivors, 
sold souvenirs and 
participated in 
activities such as 
hula hooping and 
rock, paper scissors 
competitions with 
their peers.

Shull Elementary organized the fundraiser alongside the Cancer 
Prevention Network, a nonprofit that advocates for healthy 
lifestyles and cancer prevention.


